
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2013-03/unemployment

This interactive graphic was first published end of 2012 but has been updated every month. It’s about 
unemployment. The statistics can be downloaded from the employment agency. We collected data 

from 2005 until today for all 402 districts in Germany. Find the english version here:

http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2013-03/unemployment


Our source: this is the form the data comes in, an excel sheet with lots of statistics. 
We just need one column. At least it’s not a PDF. We copy-pasted it from many 

documents into one sheet.



The first suggestion was to make a map with a play button.



We then understood that a map would not only be incapable of transporting 
developments over time but also over-represent bigger districts and almost hiding 

places with many inhabitants.



We made several sketches on paper to see which way of 
representing this dataset might be best to tell stories. 

(yes, these are photos of actual sketches)









With conditional formatting of cells in 
the sheet we had the color map idea. 
It convinces us all because it allows 

comparisons and shows trends.



The whole sheet in color.



Implementation in d3.js 

There’s one row for each district 
and a cell for every month. The 
color intensity represents the 

unemployment rate. The darker, 
the more jobless people in that 
moth. This is a timeframe of 7 

years. Thanks to the color scale, 
one can spot repeating patterns 

and clear trends.



Now it was easy to try out things 
like showing the difference 

between each district’s 
unemployment rate and the rate of 

Germany. In this view, the colors 
stand for higher unemployment in 

red and better performance in blue.



We always wonder if we can find better ways to show special data; are there visual means that 
make complex issues better understandable than standard visual forms? 

One example is the horizon chart: we found this in one of the many D3 demos. We wanted to try 
it out as an alternative for the colored cells.



Here’s a comparison between 
colored cells and the horizon chart. 

It looked fantastic. But I noticed 
that is ward hard tell other people 
the whole graphic and also how to 

read the horizon chart.



Also, the navigation already consisted of many block. So we took a step back and were very 
happy about our colored boxes: because they are simple and in comparison, they are self 

explanatory.
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